The forests of Hamsterley and Stang echoed to the sounds of rally cars once again last

weekend for Round 2 of the 2009 MOTOSCOPE Northern Historic Rally Championship.

15 championship crews had entered the event which took in 8 stages with a central service area in Barnard Castle.

Current championship leader Darren Moon, with John McNichol on the notes, led the historics away in Car 10 driving their usual Mk 2 Escort to the first Hamsterley stage (Euden Beck) at 5.30 miles.

Darren was quickest through the first stage, recording a time 9 seconds faster than Steve Magson’s Opel Ascona 400 with Charlie Taylor third.

Moon continued to lead the historic class until stage 6 when after a fast left hander, he put his car off the road and retired.

This left Charlie Taylor/Steve Bielby in another Mk2 Escort in charge of the historic class finishing a superb 6th O/A and top Category 3 car also. 
Steve Magson finished 2nd in class and 11 O/A.

With no Category 1 cars entered on this round, Category 2 honours were taken by

Bob Bean/Malcolm Smithson in their ex Jeremy Easson Ford Escort Mk 1 RS2000

16V.

Category 2

Two new names appeared among the category 2 crews.

Derek Belbin in his Ford Escort Mk 2 and Peter Humphrey in an Opel Kadette.

Belbin in his Mk 2, a replica of Bjorn Waldergård’s 1979 Rothmans car, was seeded at 50 and set competitive times during the day finishing the event 7th in class and 32nd O/A.

Humphrey, driving the Opel Kadette was having a good day, but he was not to reach the finish, unfortunately to retire after stage 5.

Category victory was once again taken by Bob Bean in the Mk 1 RS2000 finishing 3rd in class and 20th O/A. 

Among the other category 2 cars the two Porsche 911’s of Paul Drinkall and Peter Smith was reduced to one when Drinkall’s throttle stuck open and he ended up in a ditch and could not extract the car in time.

Robin Shuttleworth with a different co-driver (Ron Roughead) reading the notes, who finished 5th in class on round 1 repeated his result this time round. 

After a non finish on the first round Andrew Frost had a good run to 10th in class and 42nd O/A.
Category 3 

With Darren Moon retiring after beaching his Escort in stage 6 and dropping to 8th in the championship standings, Charlie Taylor took victory and top championship points.

Of the other category 3 cars, Keith Stones with young Tom Hughes on the notes who gained good points on round 1, had another good event finishing 6th in class and 28th O/A.

Championship points after Round 2

Charlie Taylor
        86

Bob Bean
        80

David Thirlwell
        72

Robin Shuttleworth        69

Keith Stones
       68

Alan Hughes
       64

George Bryson  
       48

Darren Moon
       46

Championship points, a selection of pictures from championship photographer Phill Andrews and all information is available on the championship website www.motoscope.co.uk 
The championship now heads to the tarmac around Duns for the JIM CLARK Historic Rally held over May Bank Holiday weekend (23-24th)
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