Starting from Thirsk Auction Mart and beginning with a 4.12 mile test through Boltby Forest, the opening round of the 2009  MOTOSCOPE Northern Historic Rally Championship, The MOTOSCOPE Riponian Forest Stages (Sunday 15th March) 

was an excellent  event with 12 stages within the Hambleton Forests- Boltby, Roppa, Riccal Dale, Pry Rigg, College Moor & Wass all of which were run twice.

With 14 championship crews starting from  Thirsk Auction Mart, Darren Moon/John McNichol in  their Ford Escort Mk 2 blasted through Boltby recording a time 

of 4.24 for the 4.12 miles.

But it was Northallerton garage proprietor, Charlie Taylor in his Ford Escort Mk 2 who left the start second who set fastest time on the opening test beating Darren Moon by 2 seconds. 
During the day both these crews battled with each other swapping seconds until a minute penalty for early arrival at stage 4 cost Charlie dearly enabling Darren to take victory with Bob Bean, debuting the ex-Jeremy Easson Ford Escort RS2000 16V taking the win in category 2.

With Andrew/Paul Kelsall in their Volvo 123 GT not entered on this event, Category 1 was represented by Terry Cree/Richard Shores in their Mini Cooper S taking 52 O/A and 12th in the historic class.

Of the other championship crews Andrew Frost/Miles Cartwright (Ford Escort Mexico) said “What a great event. The forests were in fantastic condition (apart from SS3 where the rotor arm came off on the rough downhill section and cost us 34 minutes and put us OTL). Apart  from that, we got quicker as the event went on, and I'm sure we will be contenders for the Class award this year.” 

Organisation was 1st class and congrats should go to the Organising committee for re-arranging the event.” 
Category 1


Flying the flag for the Category 1 vehicles, Terry Cree & Richard Shores in their Mini Cooper  were a very creditable 12th. 

During the day everything went smoothly for them and they were very happy with their finish and congratulated all of Ripon MSC for organising a superb event.

Category 2

Bob Bean/Malcolm Smithson proved unbeatable in their newly acquired Ford Escort Mk 1 RS2000, finishing 1m 30 seconds behind Charlie and 33rd

O/A.

Of the two RS1600 Mk1’s entered, David Thirlwell/Dean Grabham in their 1300 ‘Old Gold’ replica battled with David Marshall/Chris Hudson in his 2 litre Uniflo Escort Mk 1. Marshall was 30 seconds quicker through the first stage with a time of 4.51 compared to Thirlwell’s 5.24. Stage 9 saw Thirlwell faster by 10 seconds. Thirlwell finished 56 O/A and 13th in class with Marshall in 50th O/A and 10th in class 
In C4 for cars built between 1968 and 1974 and over 2 litre’s two Porsche 911’s

Reigning MOTOSCOPE Northern Historic Rally Champions- Paul Drinkall/Roy Brown faced Peter Smith/Russ Langthorne, who has never rallied a Porsche and has not done a rally since 1998 and unfortunately retired after Stage 7.

“We needed to shake off the cobwebs as we hadn’t been in the car since the RAC in November so decided to take it easy to start with. The only incident was on SS5 College Moor at J4, we approached the Turn 6L/Cjmp without caution and overshot into the far bank, but we survived OK with a heavily dented sump guard.” said Paul Drinkall. 
In Category 3 for cars built between 1975-1981, Darren Moon lead the field from the similar Escort Mk 2’s of Charlie Taylor, Chris White and Keith Stones.

The Opel Ascona of Pickering’s Steve Magson sadly retired without a clutch prior to the first remote service.

Championship Co-ordinator Mark Casey said “I am delighted that the championship has got underway, we couldn’t have asked for better weather and it is brilliant at the number of crews that have turned out to compete. We hope that this is the start of things to come in the championship. We now look forward to Round 2- SG PETCH Tour Of Hamsterley, taking place on the 10th May.”

Round 1 Results and overall Championship points

Darren Moon
            45

Charlie Taylor
            41

Bob Bean
            39

Keith Stones
            37

Robin Shuttleworth
35

Paul Drinkall
            31

David Marshall
29

Chris White
            29

Alan Hughes
            26

Terry Cree
            25

George Bryson
21

David Thirlwell          19

Championship points, event pictures and information are available on the championship website www.motoscope.co.uk/nhrc2009.
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