After two rounds in the forests, the 2009 MOTOSCOPE Northern

Historic Rally Championship moved to  the closed tarmac roads 

surrounding Duns for the JIM CLARK Historic Rally.

9 championship crews had entered the event, but 2008

Champions Paul Drinkall/Roy Brown had to withdraw due to

damage sustained on the SG PETCH Tour Of Hamsterley when

they retired after the cars throttle stuck open and put them into a

ditch. 

12 stages lay ahead of the championship crews, beginning with a 

short blast (1.20 miles) around the streets of Duns on Saturday

afternoon.

Current C2 leader Bob Bean/Malcolm Smithson, led the event

away and was fastest through Duns recording a time of 1.34.1

Even though they could set off in first gear and then not select it

again during the rest of the event.

Current championship leaders Charlie Taylor/Steve Bielby, 

who after firing his car off the start line, spun at the 

first hairpin and finished the stage 12 seconds slower than Bean.

Later on in the event, a chicane was misjudged slightly and resulted

in a dented door and slight damage to the front valence. They lost

the brakes on Leg 2 and with no chance of catching Magson’s 

Ascona, they had to settle for 2nd O/A.

In the older Mk 1 Escort's David Marshall/Chris Hudson had no 

problems on Leg 1, returning to Duns lying 5th O/A. They lost the 

clutch during Leg 2, but thoroughly enjoyed the event and once 

again got some good championship points.

In the other Mk 1, David Thirlwell/Dean Grabham had no problems

at all finishing 7th O/A.

Peter Humphrey/Neil Morrison began the event well ending the

Leg 1 6th O/A. Leg 2 only lasted two stages as they put the car on

its roof on the first run through Ayton and retired.

Finally Andrew Frost/Miles Cartwright being supported by the 

RDR Motorsport Int. Ltd from Holme on Spalding Moor had 

another very good rally on Leg 1 ending it 9th O/A. On Leg 2 , 

The car went onto three cylinders and out of some corners the crew 

were unsure whether it would stay on 3 or all 4 when the driver

accelerated.

Scot George Bryson, with wife Jacqueline on the notes was another

to have a untroubled event and was very happy finishing the first leg

6th O/A.

Steve Magson/Geoff Atkinson also had a great event apart from

cooking the brakes on return to first service and set 8 fastest times out

of the 12 stages, ending the event 58 seconds clear of Charlie Taylor with 

Bob Bean 3rd and becoming the third different winner in the championship

this year. 

Category 1



As no Category 1 cars entered this event, Terry Cree/Richard Shores continue to lead the Category & Class B1 in their Mini Cooper. 

Paul/Andrew Kelsall in their Volvo 123 GT also in this category have yet to start an event, having registered prior to the first round.

Category 2

Bob Bean (below left) continued his winning ways in Category 2, having now taken victory on each of the first thee rounds.

David Marshall with Chris Hudson alongside, (above right) once again finished second to Bean and now lies equal 5th in the championship with George Bryson both on 83 points.

George Bryson (above left), with three C2 wins in the first three rounds now lies third in the championship behind Bob Bean & Charlie Taylor.

David Thirlwell (above right), another to have three class wins from the first three rounds now lies 3rd in the championship and is missing the next round at Chatsworth as a holiday is required.

Andrew Frost/Miles Cartwright (below) after finishing 8th O/A on this round have moved up to 10th in the championship with their two second in C2 points so far. 
Category 3

Steve Magson/Geoff Atkinson made the 2009 JIM CLARK Historic Rally their own from SS2 (Eccles) and pulled away from the rest of the field, with fastest times on 9 out of 12 stages. Despite cooking the brakes on arrival at first service on Leg 1 they were winners of the event by 58 seconds. “I’m delighted, I’ve had several awards in my rallying career but never 1st O/A.” said Steve Magson at the finish prize giving.

Charlie Taylor/Steve Bielby, knowing they couldn’t match the pace of Magson, were happy with second overall and scoring more good points towards the championship.

Peter Humphrey/Neil Morrison had retired on SS19 (Harehead 1), and they are now lying 17th in the championship having retired on both rounds they have entered, hopefully they will have better luck in the second half of the season.

Round 3 Results and overall Championship points

Charlie Taylor
          127

Bob Bean
          121

Steve Magson
             87

David Thirlwell
 85

George Bryson
 83

David Marshall
 83

Robin Shuttleworth
 70

Keith Stones
             68
Championship points, event pictures and information is available on the championship website www.motoscope.co.uk/nhrc2009.

The championship now heads to the beautiful surroundings of Chatsworth House in Derbyshire for the 4th Rallyshow @ Chatsworth ENDS 

